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Hrs Grgce tbe ord Archbiſbop of Canterbu- 


ry; Litter to the Reverend Dr. Batteley 
Archdeacon of that Dizceſe, to be Communt= 


cated to the Clergy of his Archdeaconry. 


Reverend Sir, 

| BP Y Writing to You, at this time, is occa- 
© ſion'd by a lenfible growth of Vice and 
nk Prophanencls in the Nation : which, to 
the great Aﬀiction of all good men, ap- 
pears not only in the corrupt praftices 
of particular perſons; but alſo in the 
Endeavours that are uled to ſubvert the general Prin- 
ciples of our holy Religion. And this with a bold- 
nels and opennels, far beyond the examples of paſt; 
times; fo that if a ſpeedy ſtop be not put to ſuch 
National Provocations, we have juſt cauſe to fcar 
they may bring down the heavieſt Judgments of God 
upon Us ; The preventing whereof belongs more im- 
mediately to us, who are the Miniſters of Chriſt; and as 
ſuch, are obliged to the utmoſt care and watchfulnels in 
oppoſing theſe Inſtruments of Satan. 

I doubt -not, but many of the Parochial Clergy arc 
ſufficiently {enfible both of their own duty and the dan- 
ger we are in: In theCities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and other places, I am ſure the good effeRs of their 
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diligence have been very evident of late years. 
ſome Parts that are more remote, all ot them may not 
fo well underſtand either the Arts or the Induſtry of thele 
Enemies of Religion: And therefore | thought it a Duty 
incumbent on the Station wherein Providence has placed 
me, to deſire of you, to warn the Clergy of your Aich- 
deaconry, of theſe attempts againſt Religion and Virtue ; 
and to excite them to a Diligence proportionable to the 
Danger; and to ſuggeſt to them ſuch Methods as are 

moſt likely to work a General Reformation. 

With this requeſt, I ſend You ſuch Particulars as, in 
my Opinion, are very necettary to be preſled upon the 
Clergy tor the attaining fo detirable an End. As, 
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[. That in their own Lives, and the Governinent of 
their own Families, they would make themſelves Examples 
oft a {obcr and regular Converfation.. Ir is the Apoſtles 
Reaſoning, If a man know not bow to rule his own houſe 
(and much more þzs own Life and Actions) how ſhall he 
take care of the Church of God? The true method of work- 
ing a Retormation abroad, is to lay the toundation at home; 
which alone can give our Keproofs a juſt Weight and Au- 
thoriry : but till that is done, no Exhortations, whether in 
publick or private, can either be offer d with decency, or 
receiv d with reverence. 

If. ToPtety, they thould add Prudence 1n all their 
Actions and Bchaviour: which even 1n Private Chriſtians 
15 a great Ornament to Religion ; but 1n Publick Teachers 
1s a moſt neceſlary qualification tor the due difcharge of 
their 


3 
their Miniſtry. A Mzldneſs of temper, with a Gravityand 
Calmneſs intheir Converſation, will not tail to pain them a 
general Love and Eſteem among their Neighbours : and a 
diſcreet Caution in their Words and ACtions, will preſerve 
them from thoſe little Imprudences that are tometimes fo 
{cnſible an Obſtruction to the good Endeavours of well- 
meaning Men. Perſons in Holy Orders are not only bound, 
in the conduct of their Lives, to conſider what 1s lawful 
or unlawtul in it ſelf, but alſowhatis decent or indecent 
in Them, with relpe& to their CharaSter and Fenton. 
Abſtaining from all appearance of evil; and giviny no Of- 
fence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blame1. 

[11, While Our Eremnes are lo very induſtrious infſeck- 
1g out Objcctions againſt the Chriſtian Religion; it be- 
comes the Clergy (who arc {ccapart torthe Vindication of 
ir) to be no lets diligent in their Preparations tor 1tsDe- 
tence: By acquainting themlclves thorowly with the ra- 
tional grounds of Chriſtianity, and the true ſtate of tuch 
Points as are thc Subjects ot our preſent Controverſies; 
togcther with the Objections which are utually made by 
our Adverlaries ot all forts, and the Eftectual Anfivers that 
have bcen returned to them by {o many Eminent Writers 
of our own Church : That fo they may be ready, on all 
occaltons, to do juſtice and honour to our Religion; and 
be able to expole the tolly and ignorance of thele Gain- 
laying Men. The Cauſe which God has puriato our hands, 
ls undoubtedly good; but the beſt caule may tufter by 
the weaknels of its Advocate: and when this happens in 
the matter of Religion, 1t gives the Adverlary an occa- 
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jon of Triumph, and is apt to ſtagger the faith even of 
ſincere and unprejudic'd Chriſtians. 

IV. It were to be wilht, that the Clergy of every 
Neighbourhood, would agree upon frequent Meetings, to 
conſult for the good of Religion in general, and to ad- 
vile with one anodhr about any difliculties that may hap- 
pen in their particular Cures. By what Mcthods any Evil 
Cuſtom may molt cafily be broken; How a ſinner may 
be moſt cftcually reclaimed ; and ( in general ) How 
each of them in their ſeveral circumſtancesmay contribute 
moſt ro the advancement of Religion. Such Conſultations 
as thele, belides the mutual benefit of advice and inſtru- 
tion, will be a natural means to excite the zeal of tome, 
to reduce the over-eagernels of others to a due temper, 
and to provoke All to a Religious Emulation in the im- 
provement of Picty and Order within their reſpeQtive Pa- 
riſhes. And Theſe Meetings might ſtil] be made a preatc1 
advantage to the Clergy in carrying on the Refor mation 
of Mens Lives and Manners, by inviting the Church-War- 
deas of their {everal Parithes, and other pious perſons a- 
mong the Lazty, to joyn wich them in the Execution of the 
moſt probable methods that can be ſuggeſted for thoſe 
good Ends. And we may very realonably expect the 
happy Effects of {uch a concurrence, from the Viſible 
Succels of that Noble Zeal wherewith fo many about the 
great Cities 12 my Neighbourhood, do promote true Piety, 
and a Reformation of Manners. And therefore I defire you 
that you will particularly excite the Clergy to the pro- 
curing fuch afliſtances as thele, for the more effectual 


diſcharge of their own duty. V. It 
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V. It would very much further and fac ilitate all their 
Endeavours of this kind, to gain over the perſons who 
have the greateſt Eſteem ind Authority in their Parithes, to a 
hearty concern for the honour of God and Religion : tre- 
quently (uggeſting to them the Obligation rhat God has 
laid upon them to be Examples to others: and the Orcat 
good that itis in their power to do, by ſetting a Patteri 
of reeular living, and the unſpeakable miſchicf of rhci1 
irregular behaviour. For it once the better Sort can b: 
brought to ſuch a Seriouſnels and Sobriety, rhe reſt will 
more calily tollow ; Example being the moſt powerful I 
ſtruction; and Fxpericnce reaching us that ſhame and fear, 
which ariſe fromthe Awtbority of ſuch good Patterns, arc 
commonly the moſt cffeQual reſtraints upon the meane! 
lort. 

VI. Where any Pcrion 1s obſtinate 1n 1s Vices, and not 
to be reclaimed cither by Teaching or Example, by Exborta- 
tion or Reproof', the Ordimary ought to be inforined of it, 
that he may procced to reclaim fuch by Eccleſtaſtical Cer- 
fares : and where thoſe arelike to prove incffeQual, the C;- 
oil Magiſtrate muſt be applicd to, and deſired to proceed a- 
gainſt them according to the Laws in thole Cales provided. 
Which Information and Requeſt, clpecially in the Cale of 
{uch incorrigible Offenders, can be made by none lo pro- 
perty as by the Clergy ; w ho may beſt be {uppoled to 
underſtand the neceſlity there is of having recourle to the 
Civil Magiſtrate. And ſince our Law-givers haveEnadcted 

theſe temporal Pumiſhments, on purpole to afliſtus 1nthe 
dilchargeof our Miniſtry ; it would bea great failing in 
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us, not to make uſe of them when all other Methods have 
been tricd to little or no Eftcct. 

VII. Every Pious Perfon of the Laity, ſhould, if need be, 
be put 1n mind by the Clergy, that he ought to chink him 
{c]t obliged to ule his beſt endeavours to have ſuch Of. 
tenders punithed by the Civil Magiſtrate, ascan no other- 
wile be amended. And that when he ha [is Neiph- 
bour ſwear or þ laſpheme the Name of God, or {ces him 04- 
tend in drankenneſs or prophanation of the Lords Day, ic 
vught not to neglect to give the Magiſtrate Notice of it: 
In ſuch a Caſe to be called an Informer, will be fo far 
from making any Man Odtous in the Judgment of Sober 
Perlons, that it will tend to his honour, when he makes 
ir appear by lis unblameable behaviour, and the carc he 
takes of Him, 1f and his own Family, that he doth it pure- 
ly for the glory of God, and the good of his Brethren. 
Such well dilpoled perlonsas are relolved upon this, ſhould 
be encouraged to mect as oft as they can, and to anal 
how they may moſt dilcreetly and cttcually manage 
It in the places where they live. 

VII. Asin retorming the Laity, they ought to ule the 
Aftiſtance ot the Civil Magiſtrate ; tot any of their own 
Brethren be an wregular Liver, and cannot be reclaimed 
by brotherly Admonition, the neighbour ing Clergy thould 
be ſiritly cnzoyned to anke It known to you, and 
by you , to me; if the Cale requires. Fhat fo 
the Offender may be Admoniſht to live luitably 
to his Character; and if a barc Admonition will 


not do, he may be proceeded againſt by Eccleſia- 
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flical Cenſures; for the prev enting ſuch Scandals and Miſ- 
chiefs, as will always accompany the irregular Lite of a 
Miniſter of the GC oſpel. 

IX. And whereas the Foundations of Picty and Mo- 

rality are bett laid at the beginning, in the Religious Edu- 
cation of Children ; I cannot but with that every one of 
the Parochial Clergy would be very diligent 11 Catechiſing 
the Children under their Care ; and not only fo, but in 
calling upon them afterwards, as they grow up, to give 
{uch further Accounts of their R cligion, as may be ex- 
pected from a riper Ave. Thar being thus carefully 
inftructced inthe Frith and Duty ol a C briſtian, they allo 
may teach their Cl:ldren the lame; and lo Piety, Virtue, 
and Goodneſs, may tor cver flourith 1 our Church and 
Nation. 

Theſe DireQions with ſuch others of the lame nature 
as will occur to you, Idelire may be Tranimitted by you 
to the Clergy of my Dicccele ; tor the Religious Go- 
vernment of themſelves, and hes Pcople, in thele dan- 
gcrous Times. So commending you and them to the 


bleſſing of God, I r«lt 


Lamb. th. Ap: il Jour AﬀeStionate Brother 
4 1699. 


Tho. Cantuar. 
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